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selves much more civilized than the up-country tribes ; but
if their tiny " cities " were stronger, the tribal unity was
by so much the weaker, and as late as the fifth century the
little towns of Oiantheia and Chaleion are found treating
with one another as with complete foreigners—the effect of
the treaty being slightly to limit, as between the high
contracting parties, the rights of piracy usually claimed by
any Lokrian who was strong enough, against any foreigner
whatever.1 The eastern Lokrians, on the coast facing
Euboia, on the other hand, became united with the city of
Opoeis or Opous as their capital. They were ruled by an
assembly of a Thousand, recruited from an aristocracy
known as the Hundred Houses, and are notable for the fact
that alone among Greeks they traced descent through the
mother.2
Between the two severed parts of the Lokrian nation lay
the Phokians, whose villages had the usual annual meeting
place at a temple between Daulis and Delphoi.3 They were
a stalwart and virile people, who in the sixth century offered
a stout resistance to the southward pressure of Thessalian
imperialism; but their part in history depends chiefly on
the fact that on the borders of their territory—in their
territory, patriotic Phokians would have claimed—lay the
two centres of the Amphiktyony of Delphoi.
When the Thcssalians had extended their power over
Ainianis and Malis they found themselves facing, where the
road went south between the precipitous slopes of Mount
Oita and the sea, the famous pass known as the Gates, or
the Hot Gates, Thermopylai, from the hot springs that
were said to have gushed up to welcome Herakles on a weary
march.4 Close by, at the sanctuary of Demeter at Anthela,
were the headquarters of a " League of Neighbours " destined
1	Inscription from Oiantheia in the British Museum j    Tod, No. 31;
Buck, p. 56 ; of. Thk. i, 5,
2	Polyb. xii, 5, 6,   For " mother-right", of. A.P, vi, 265, where the poetess
Nossis (of Italian Lokroi) names her mother and grandmother, not her
father, in a dedication to Hera Lakinia.
3	Paus. ac, 5,1.
* Aristoph,, Clouds, 1051, and 2 quoting the epic poet Peisandros,

